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Community-Based mentoring program provides boys and girls
with a role model to talk to and share the experiences of

growing up with. 
 

Through regular outings, a relationship is developed between the
mentor and the mentee, which is built on trust and common
interests, and is supported by our experienced case-workers.

 
 The result is a life-changing experience for both the mentor and

the mentee.

COMMUNITY-BASED MENTORING 

Volunteer Milestones 2019

Linda Robertson 21 years

Congratulations and Thank you!
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GROUP MENTORING 

Game On! and Go Girls! 
are youth based mentoring groups for girls and boys aged 12-14.

 
Go Girls! focuses on physical activity, balanced eating, and self-esteem.
The goal of Go Girls! is to positively shape the lives of young woman and

girls by helping them reach their full potential in life. 
 

Game On! helps boys and young men engage in life skills, communication,
and emotional health discussions. This program is designed to 

engage participants in the pursuit of life-long healthy lifestyles. 



Of the various mentoring programs at Big Brothers Big Sisters,

 In-School Mentoring was our fastest growing program. With nearly

60 matches this year, the In-School mentoring program provided

youth with a role model and a friend to talk to and share the

experiences of growing up within school grounds.

The program runs for 8-10 months at a time and involves spending

one hour a week with one child, often between the ages 5-12 doing

non-academic activities during the childs school day.

IN-SCHOOL MENTORING 



Bowl For Kids Sake is our biggest annual
Fundraiser at Big Brothers Big Sisters. We were

so excited to announce an extra night was
added to the event due to such high demand. 

 
In total, our bowlers raised over  $55,000  in
pledges and sponsorship!  This was our most

successful BFKS yet! 
 

We want to thank all of the volunteers and
teams who participated. You absolutely rocked

the theme this year!
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The Final Tour de Cariboo 
For the last 25 years, Tour de Cariboo has been one of the most
successful fundraisers for BBBSWL. Quickly becoming a staple
competition for the town of Williams Lake, the annual race was
a 76-kilometre bike ride starting in town and ending at Gavin
Lake. With our dedicated riders, the race took place regardless
of rain, smoke or sunshine.
 
The ride has raised hundreds of thousands dollars for our
agency and in 2018 riders raised over $38,000. Long time riders
such as Darcy Lazzarin is an example of the incredible following
this fundraiser received. Riding in the event 20 times, Darcy
participated longest other than her ride partner Betty Donahue
who has attended every event
 
As we look ahead to creating new events for the community, we
would like to thank all of the volunteers, staff, sponsors, and
riders who have made this race possible year after year. 



It is hard to express our full gratitude,
but at Big Brothers Big Sisters we want
to honour and reflect on the years of
support we received from Torry Keir.
 
Torry raised countless dollars and
brought BBBSWL into the public eye
with his infectious attitude and devotion
to raising money for the youth of
Williams Lake. 
 
He became a perennial Top Fundraiser
by rallying the community behind his
efforts. Eventually, he became the face of
the Tour de Cariboo, and we are forever
indebted to the legacy of giving he has
instilled in the community. 
 
Torry's generosity went beyond
fundraising. A child in one of our
programs would receive a new bike, a
gift from Torry. Our agency, along with
so many more miss him dearly. His
unparalleled kindness and compassion
lives on in the community and in the
heart of our agency.
 
Sincerely, 
 
The families, children, mentors, and staff
of Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Williams Lake
 

Torry Keir



This year, we received one of our greatest donations yet. Constable
Taylor Callens and his sister won the Dempsters “Feed the Community”
challenge during their time on the Amazing Race. 
 
For two years, Taylor has been a Big Brother in our Community-based
program with his Little Brother Kerby. Their time together gives Taylor
the chance to be a kid again, as they enjoy playing ice hockey and
going bowling. 
 
After winning the challenge, Callens and his sister chose our
organization to be awarded 1,600 loaves of Dempster’s bread. The
bread was handed out to non-profit organizations in our community,
and given to those in need. Mayor Walt Cobb and Cariboo-Chilcotin
MLA Donna Barnett also came out to help out with the bread
distribution.
 
We are so grateful that Taylor chose our organization to receive the
bread donation, and for all the great work he continues to do on behalf
of our organization.  
 
 
 

DEMPSTERS BREAD DONATION 



BOARD CHAIR REPORT
 
2018-2019 proved to be another successful year for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Williams
Lake. It is a year that the staff, board of directors, volunteers and community partners can
feel proud of.
 
The year was full of transition for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Williams Lake. We said
goodbye to Mentoring Coordinator Mala James and then to Executive Director Melissa
Newberry. Through these vacancies, the team came together and showcased unparalleled
dedication to the mission and values of the agencies. Although short-staffed for several
months' service to clients and community continued and growth was achieved. In April,
we welcomed Natasha Johnson as the new In School Mentoring Coordinator, and then in
May 2019, we proudly added Angela Kadar to the team as our New Executive Director.
 
As always, BBBS received overwhelming support from the Williams Lake and South
Cariboo communities. Bowl for Kid's Sake came in as one the most successful on record.
Once again, the Jordan Sigmuler Memorial Golf Tournament chose us as one of their
charities of choice, and $13,180 was generously donated. The success of both these events
is a true testament to the trust that businesses and individuals have in our service model.
 
Looking back, one of the most memorable moments was receiving a donation of 1,600
loaves of Demsters bread, which was the result of Cst. Taylor Callens and his Sisters
participation in The Amazing Race Canada. Every single loaf of bread was distributed to
various agencies, schools and families.As we closed the year, the only word I could think
of summarizes what spanned July 2018 to June 2019 is extraordinary. The staff came
together to achieve growth during a time of transitions; our volunteers continue to amaze
us with unwavering support.
 
I think I speak for the whole team when I say "the best has yet come."
 
Sincerely, 
 
Linda Bingham
Chair Board of Directors



Joining the Big Brothers Big Sisters organization this May was such an honour and a
privilege. Having the opportunity to give back to the youth and families of my hometown is
my ultimate measure of success. 
 
I hope to continue the important work led by Melissa Newberry in her efforts to deliver the
mentoring programs in Williams Lake and the South Cariboo. This past year we have
accomplished our goal of reaching the youth in our diverse communities through the
support of board members, volunteers, and generous community partners. I would also like
to recognize Natasha Pilkington and Susan Erlandson for their tireless efforts for planning
and carrying out the most successful Bowl For Kids Sake fundraiser to date. 
 
Our In-School mentoring program in both Williams Lake and the South Cariboo supported
over 50 children in School District 27. The integration of Community-Based matches was a
success in the South Cariboo, with 4 new matches, totaling 22 matches at our agency. Game
On! And Go Girls! Groups ran in partnership with the Esketemc First Nation Mentors to
conduct a culturally informed program for their youth. For 6 weeks, our mentors served 12
children from the Secwepemc community through these programs.
 
This June, Natasha Johnson and I attended the National Convention of Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Canada in Toronto. Despite being new to the organization, we were received with
open arms by the BBBS network. During the Convention, BBBS unveiled our new marketing
strategy, including branding and a Theory of Change, an  initiative developed by BBBS that
substantiates the impact of mentoring in a child's life. We will begin rolling out these
initiatives to the community early next year. 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting 2019-2020 year, as we begin launching new
fundraisers and community partnerships for our group
programs.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angela Kadar
Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT



 
As Treasurer of Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Williams Lake, I am
pleased to report another successful year. This November 2018 we said
goodbye to our Executive Director, Melissa Newberry and welcomed our
new Executive Director, Angela Kadar. 
 
With a solid foundation of Melissa’s hard work, Angela Kadar has wasted
no time in developing her creativity and leadership skills with her staff
and within the community. 
 
A review of the financial statements for July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 shows
a consistent and diverse revenue stream with expenses remaining
controlled. This has resulted in Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Williams
Lake continuing in a positive income position. 
 
Congratulations to Angela Kadar and her staff for their positive
contribution to our community and for another Amazing year!  
 
Thank you to all the board members for your
role in making Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Williams Lake and strong
provider of community support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Sanders
Treasurer

TREASURER REPORT 



THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 2019 COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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